
Dr. Claudio Fantinuoli
Mainz University/KUDO Inc.



Preliminary 
considerations

• Artificial Intelligence and ICT 
are advancing at exponential 
speed

• Many tasks can be fully or 
partially automated, also in 
the language domain

• Technological change is not a 
1-time event, but an ongoing 
process

Digitalization

• Embracing digital 
transformation is requested 
to remain relevant

• The entire ecosystem in which 
professionals operate is 
changing

• Changes will continue to be 
disruptive

Professions

• Professional training is still 
partially focused on past 
models of work and 
employability

• Align training to the 
challenges of a changing 
world is difficult

• What we teach today (skill-
based) is irrelevant tomorrow

Training



Future professionals need 
the ability to (among others)

• make decisions around technology use

This requires a deep understanding of 
technological innovation, not the use of 
applications.

• actively adapt to future changes  

• make sense of their role in a changing world



The EasyAI project Small scale project initially 
supported by University of Mainz

6 months of support: 
April-September 2022

3 team members

Open Access:
www.easyai.uni-mainz.de



Main goals of EasyAI

Introduce AI/NLP topics
In a minimalistic, discursive manner, with no math, 
code, or previous computational knowledge

Focus on the humanities
Especially students interested in languages, such as 
translators, interpreters, linguists, journalists, etc.

Concentrate in a single place
Information about AI applied to language 
processing, applications in the language 
domain

What it is not: 

• An introductory class in coding
• A reading for (future) experts in CS



Chapter structure

• A discursive text explaining the topic

• A short 2-min video with some key concepts

• Further readings

• A basic bibliography



Some topics

What is Artificial 
Intelligence

How does a Digital 
Boothmate work

How does Automatic 
Speech Recognition 
work

How does Machine 
Interpreting work

What is a bias in 
Language Models

Why is language so 
important for AI



WORK IN
 PROGRESS



VIDEO

Example of introductory video



Text

Example of section



Challenges

Simplification is hard

Creating an interesting reading 
experience is hard

Technology is constantly 
changing  



Available at
www.easyai.uni-mainz.de

— Any time soon



Thank you!


